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Metal Detecting in Finland

Recreational metal-detecting as a hobby in Finland since 1980s
Considerable popularity from the 2010s onwards
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Metal Detecting permitted in Finland
Digging prohibited in places such as ancient monuments without permit
Finds older that 100 years old must be reported to the Finnish Heritage Agency (FHA) 

ILPPARI, a new digital reporting service for finds launched by FHA in 2019
Need of a linked open database for archaeological finds data



The Background of FindSampo

SuALT project
The Finnish Archaeological Finds Recording Linked Open Database 

A consortium project (2017-2021)

International cooperation with EPFRN: PAS, PAN, MEDEA & DIME 

with University of Helsinki, Aalto University & Finnish Heritage Agency (FHA)

+
The aim is to develop FindSampo
an accessible, easy to use platform for finds made by the public

A linked open database – open source ideology!
An interactive forum for different users – cooperation!
An educational tool – guidelines and information!
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Initial Situation



Our Vision



FindSampo Linked Data

● Thousands of finds from FHA
● Ontology infrastructure for archaeological finds

○ Ontology for museum domain (MAO) as basis
■ Finds mapped to MAO

○ Linked to Getty AAT
○ Enriching MAO with archaeological terms

● Links to international finds databases
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http://perio.do 

http://perio.do/


FindSampo Reporter











FHA GIS data:
● Find CH areas of 

interest
● Show forbidden 

areas
● Different maps used



Data analysis on SPARQL endpoint



More information 

https://blogs.helsinki.fi/sualt-project/ 

https://blogs.helsinki.fi/sualt-project/

