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Finnish history as an intelligent web service:

● The core: Agricola – Finnish Humanist Network timeline/HISTO ontology
● Historical events are linked in different ways to:

– People and organizations
– Historical places and maps
– Times and periods
– Collections of museums, libraries etc
– Other historical events
– Biographical data

● The goal is to express these relations semantically
● Link to international and domestic materials
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Why ontology of historical events?
● Defines identifiers (URI) for historical events
● Semantic, machine understandable description of the events
● Linking ontology between various historical materials
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HISTO-ontology

● Over one thousand important events of the Finnish history
● The events have semantically expressed names in different 

languages, times, places, people, types and relations to other 
events

● Initial version exists, but still need a lot more work, including 
cooperation with history researchers



Åland crisis in finto/KOKO



Åland crisis in HISTO
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Sampo = dataservice + applications

● Dataservice on LDF.fi platform
• Used by software developers

● Limited version of HISTO ontology published as ONKI/Finto 
vocabulary 
• Used by cataloguers etc

● Applications:
• HistorySampo portal
• Users: researchers, students, general public...
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HistorySampo web app
● Semantic portal showing data from HISTO ontology, and from 

other history sources
● Can be used for educational purposes
● Events can be searched and visualized in different ways
● Initial demo exists, but is in early stages and has no definite 

release date yet
● SampoSampo?



Winter WarFinnish Civil 
War
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