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NameSampo Project 2018-2019
● Exploring new ways to study place names in a digital environment
● Collaboration of three partner organizations

○ Data provider (Institute for the Languages of Finland)

■ Helinä Uusitalo
○ Digital (HELDIG, University of Helsinki and Aalto University)

■ Eero Hyvönen
■ Esko Ikkala
■ Jouni Tuominen

○ Humanities (Department of Finnish, Finno-Ugrian and Scandinavian Studies, University of Helsinki)

■ Terhi Ainiala
■ Tiina Aalto
■ Jaakko Raunamaa



Place names in NameSampo
Original place name collections in The Institute for the 
Languages of Finland

○ Based on oral sources, collected in the field from 
Finnish area and the ceded Karelia, a total of about 2.7 
million place names

○ Finnish, Swedish and Sami place names. In addition, 
there are some personal names and common nouns 
associated with place names.

○ Place names are located on maps. Positioning 
accuracy is expressed as an exact location, the map 
grid, or several map  grids, or the location is not 
mentioned at all (depending on whether the collector 
had a map in use.)

 



Place names in NameSampo
■ Digitization of collections: the conversion of the main information 

on the entry slips (next slide) such as place name, geographical 
reference, place type, municipality, collector and collection year 
into database format and indicating the specific locations as 
coordinates  (WGS 84)    

   ->  www.nimiarkisto.fi

The same digitized database is available in NameSampo.
Research possibilities: Valuable information for onomasticians, linguists, 
historians, archaeologists. Especially in an onomastics study, the database 
enables to research parts of a name (e.g. suffixes) and place names in a 
specific area.

http://www.nimiarkisto.fi/


An example of an original place name 
slip with location of the place

● The name in standard 
Finnish (“Badgerstone”)

● The form in local dialect 
(and its inflectional form)

● Location (municipality, 
village and reference to 
the map)

● Place type and other 
information about the 
name and the place (by 
the stone there is a badger’s 
burrow)

● Municipality, collector’s 
name and year of 
collection

 



Research Questions 

To answer toponomastic research questions in a digital environment, one 
should be able to:  

● combine data from multiple registers

● filter the search results (e.g., by place type or by broader area)

● split place names into an appellative specifier and a generic part

● produce distribution maps without clustering the markers

● create charts based on the search results

● use many kinds of historical and current background maps

● export the data for further analysis, e.g., with GIS or statistical software



● Names Archive (Institute for Languages of Finland)
○ 2 300 000 place entries
○ nearly 15 000 place types 

● The Place Name Register (National Land Survey of Finland)
○ 800 000 place entries
○ 153 place types 

kohouma  ‘hill’

Creating Linked Data Infrastructure

Develop an ontology for 
classification of geographic 
features together with 
onomastic researchers



NameSampo Portal for 
Studying Place Names



Combine data 
from multiple 
registers 



Federated 
text search

Geographical 
search



Place names 
starting with
äijä-  
(Finnish slang 
word for “man”)



Place names 
starting with
äijä-  
(Finnish slang 
word for “man”)



Place names 
starting with
ukko- OR ukon-  
(another slang 
word for “man”)



Results from 
different 
registers with 
harmonized 
place types,
e.g. 
“kohouma” = hill



Combine 
search results 
with external 
map layers, 
e.g. borders of 
dialectical 
regions



View search 
results on 
historical map 
sheets



The evolution of place names:
Kukkola (Senate Atlas 1870-1907) 
Ukkola (Names Archive 1987)



Download the 
search results as 
CSV for processing 
with other tools





Thank you! More information:  
● Project homepage

○ seco.cs.aalto.fi/projects/nimisampo/en
● NameSampo portal 

○ nimisampo.fi/en
○ source code: github.com/SemanticComputing/nimisampo.fi

● Data services on Linked Data Finland platform
○ Kotus Names Archive: ldf.fi/dataset/kotus-names-archive
○ Finnish Geographic Names Registry: ldf.fi/dataset/pnr
○ Karelian map names 1922-1944: ldf.fi/dataset/warsa

● Historical map sheets
○ mapwarper.onki.fi

https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/projects/nimisampo/en
http://nimisampo.fi/en
https://github.com/SemanticComputing/nimisampo.fi
http://ldf.fi/dataset/kotus-names-archive
http://ldf.fi/dataset/pnr
http://www.ldf.fi/dataset/warsa
http://mapwarper.onki.fi/

