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• READ (Recognition and Enrichment of  
Archival Documents) 2016-2019 

• Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation 
Infrastructures 

• 14 partners 

• The core mission is to make archival material 
more accessible through the development and 
dissemination of  Automated Text Recognition 
(ATR)  
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New research infrastructure – 

Transkribus 
• Automated Text 

Recognition and other 
tools 

• Enabling computers to 
automatically 
transcribe and search 
historical documents –  
of  any date, language and 
layout! 
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   Automated Text Recognition 

(ATR) 

• Machine learning (Neural networks) 

• Learns to read specific styles of  writing 

• Needs to be trained by being shown 

document images and transcripts 

• More training data  more accurate ATR 

• Create a ATR model to transcribe and 

search a collection of  documents 

 

 



Court Records 19th century 
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• Collection of  660 000 

images 

• Current HTR model 

CER 9% 

• Most of  the GT 

produced by 

volunteers 
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Poll Tax Records 19th century 
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• Collection of  1,5 
million images 

• In house GT 
production 

• Layout analysis and 
document 
understanding  
digital register and 
research data 

 

 

 



Our goals 
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• To provide 19th century Court Records in searchable 

and computer readable form by the end of  the 

project 

 

• To enable new versatile possibilities for research by 

giving our customers the chance to download all the 

produced data for their own use 

 

• To integrate text recognition in to our digital 

services on large scale  
 

 



For more information: 

Transkribus website: https://transkribus.eu/ 
 

READ website: https://read.transkribus.eu/ 
 

Contact: maria.kallio@arkisto.fi 

or email@transkribus.eu 

 
Twitter: @Transkribus 
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