
FSD and CESSDA ERIC: 
Trusted, sustainable and 

integrated infrastructures 
HELDIG 23.10.2018

Mari Kleemola 
Development Manager

Finnish Social Science Data Archive
University of Tampere



FSD in short
CESSDA ERIC in short
FSD’s and CESSDA’s services for 
researchers
Forthcoming SSHOC project

www.fsd.uta.fi
www.cessda.eu
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Finnish Social Science Data Archive FSD
National resource centre for research and teaching since 1999 
(institute at University of Tampere)
Expert organisation in digital research data: curates, 
preserves and disseminates data collected to study (Finnish) 
society, people and cultural phenomena.
Main user groups: researchers, higher education students and 
teachers. Most services openly available to anyone.
No fees for users (funded by M. of Education and Culture and UTA)

CTS certified repository. 
We implement the FAIR data principles responsibly. 
The Finnish Service Provider for CESSDA ERIC
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CESSDA ERIC
Consortium of European Social Science Data Archives

The EC granted CESSDA an ERIC status in June 2017
• Hosted by Norway, the Main Office in Bergen
• Brings together social science data archives across Europe, 

with the aim of promoting the results of social science 
research and supporting national and international 
research and cooperation.

The CESSDA Strategy 2018-2022 has four pillars:
• Building on TRUST
• Renown for TRAINING
• Proficient in TECHNOLOGY
• User-friendly TOOLS & SERVICES
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Members 
and partners



Overview of FSD’s Services

Data deposit (active acquisition)
Data curation
Data access: Data Service Portal Aila
Ask about data – user services
Other services/resources
 Research Methods Web Resource MOTV
 Data Management Guidelines
 POHTIVA, the Finnish Party Agenda Database
 Textual Data Collection Tool Penna
 FNESdata, portal to Finnish National Elections studies 2003-2015
 Democracy Indicators
 Access to ICPSR data collections
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https://services.fsd.uta.fi/?lang=en
https://www.coretrustseal.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Finnishrepository.pdf


Ageing and the Elderly
Alcohol and Substance Use
Children, Childhood and Family
Crime
Culture and Leisure
Environment and Energy
Equality and Impartiality
Finnish Elections
Food
Local Government
Media
Health

Immigration, Foreigners and Racism
Past and Future
Poverty
Religion, Religiosity and Church
Safety and Security
Sexuality and Gender
Sports and Physical Activity
Students and Studying
Well-being and Social Relationships
Working Life
Youth

Aila | https://services.fsd.uta.fi/

1400+ 
datasets

230 000+ 
variables

Themes in FSD Data Collection 
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Total: 103 organisations



Open Metadata by FSD
Study descriptions in DDI Codebook XML
• Open for searching & browsing
• Brief version of the metadata open for 

harvesting via Kuha OAI-PMH: Dublin Core, 
EAD2, CMM DDI C 

 data archived at FSD visible in other
services/catalogues
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CESSDA ERIC’s services for researchers
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Data Catalogue
Data Management 
Guide
Training



Forthcoming project: SSHOC
Social Sciences & Humanities Open Cloud  
2019-2022

H2020 INFRAEOSC-04-2018; in negotiation phase with the EU

Plans to realise the social sciences and humanities’ 
part of European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) where 
data, tools, and training are available and accessible 
for users of SSH data.

Specific objectives: 
• Build the SSH Cloud
• Maximise re-use through Open Science and FAIR principles
• Interconnect existing and new infrastructures
• Governance for SSH-EOSC Tietoarkisto | www.fsd.uta.fi
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SSHOC: Expected impacts
EU wide availability of
• high quality “cloud ready” SSH tools
• high quality SSH data
• trusted and secure access mechanisms for SSH data, 

conforming to EU legal requirements
• easy to use SSH Open Marketplace, where tools and data are 

openly available
data sharing is accepted practice (the “new normal”) 
among the different SSH communities
state of the art advanced through dedicated SSH data 
pilots cluster projects
SSH seamlessly integrated in the EOSC

Tietoarkisto | www.fsd.uta.fi
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SSHOC: Participants

Coordinator: CESSDA
19 beneficiaries including 
ESS, SHARE, CLARIN, DARIAH and LIBER
FSD involved as CESSDA LTP in 
• T3.1 Multilingual Terminology
• T3.5 Data and Metadata Interoperability Hub
• T8.2 Trust & Quality Assurance

Tietoarkisto | www.fsd.uta.fi
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Some thoughts about trusted, sustainable 
and integrated infrastructures

Trusted? 
• Trust is one of CESSDA’s main strategic pillars. All national 

SPs are required to have the CTS certificate.
• (Trust) landscape is changing and evolving.

Sustainable?
• Social science data archives have existed 50+ years.
• Advocacy to funders and policymakers still needed.
• Business models need to be developed.

Integrated?
• Standards & vocabularies within and across disciplines 

needed.
• EOSC Tietoarkisto | www.fsd.uta.fi
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Thank You!
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