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Town and Again – Images of Urban Finland (2002-2005)

1. National digitisation and content production
- partners and organisation

2. Past and present of urbanisation as seen through visual art

3. Art in contexts

4. Structure of the web site

5. Tools 1: Wandora media management and publishing environment
- data model based on topic maps

6. Tools 2: Iconclass
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1. National digitisation and content production

- Greatest web project carried out by the Finnish art museum field

- Project headed by Finnish National Gallery: 
Art Museum Development Department KEHYS together with the Central Art Archives

- Project in collaboration between Finnish National Gallery and 
* Art museums in Oulu, Jyväskylä, Kuopio and  Turku, Wäinö Aaltonen Museum (works of 
art, texts, museum pedagogical projects)
* Finnish Museum of Photography, National Board of Antiquities, Finnish Museum of 
Architecture (photographs)

- Research collaboration
* Finnish Semantic Web Ontology Project, FINNonto (Iconclass)

- Educational collaboration
* Museums and Design for All lectures, University of Art and Design Helsinki / Media Lab
* Text and Museum – writer programme for students of Art History (2003–2004), University
of Helsinki
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2. Past and present of urbanisation as seen through visual art

Rich historical and associative contexts realised with semantic web 
technology based on Topic Maps : works of art presented with texts, 
photographs, sounds, maps and other artworks.

Town and Again web site discusses relationship between art and 
urbanisation in Finland. Processes of urbanisation  discussed with history of 
art; 

Town and Again uses works of art as illustration of history (city views, 
historical events, persons)

Town and Again uses works of art as representations of experiences, ideas, 
spirit of an age
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3. Art in context
- Contextualisation with mixture of high and low, mixture of personal and popular with facts

Basic information: artist, year, 
size, etc. (text)

Art history: artist, period etc. (texts)

Urban soundscape
(interface)

Stories about urban life, 
personal experience (texts)

Documentary photographs

City plans

Literature quations

Keywords, Iconclass classification

Contextualisation with other works of art

Social and political history (texts)

Student´s photographs on contemporary city

work of art
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”Search and Find”

(search by word, tree or grid)

”Towns in Time” 

(scripted route, linear narrative)

”Routes through the Town”
(scripted, associative route) 

”Town of My Own”
student´s photograph

projects

www.townandagain.fi

WANDORA

• Digital media archive: 
images, texts, sounds, 
interface texts

• Topic maps data model
for content management

4. Structure of the web site
- combination of digital
archive and scripted routes
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4. Structure of the web site

Mixture of order and randomness, control and chaos, like urban experience
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Topic Map

URI

Topic
Association

Name

Media Documents
Occurrence

5. Wandora
- Media management and 
publishing environment by
Grip Studios Interactive

-
Dat
a 
mo
del
bas
ed
on 
topi
c
ma
ps

Wandora topic map

Wandora administration form
- tool to edit topic map´s

semantic structure
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6. Iconclass

www.iconclass.nl

- ”subject specific international 
classification system for iconographic
research and the documentation of 
images”

- controlled vocabulary, hierachical
structure

- entry consists of a notation and its textual
correlate

- 28 000 entries, partly translated in 
Finnish by Finnish National Gallery

- ontologisation by

10 main divisions:
- 0 Abstract, Non-representational Art
- 1 Religion and Magic
- 2 Nature
- 3 Human being, Man in general
- 4 Society, Civilization, Culture
- 5 Abstract Ideas and Concepts
- 6 History
- 7 Bible
- 8 Literature
- 9 Classical Mythology and Ancient

History

Hierarchical structure
7 Bible

- 71 Old Testament
- 71 History of David
- 71H7 David and Bathsheba
- 71H71 David, from the roof (or balcony) 

of his palace, sees Bathsheba bathing
- 71H713Bathsheba receives a letter from

David
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6. Iconclass and Town and Again

- IC applied to all material. Limited 
number of notations copied in 
Wandora (about 1000).

- IC notation and its textual correlate in 
English > basename in Wandora´s
topic map (not shown to Web users)                                              
IC textual correlate translated in 
everyday Finnish > display name in 
Wandora (to be shown in Web)  

- With topic map technology IC hierarchy
easy to revise according to the needs
of the project: 
IC hierarchy > ”city ontology”

- Art historically valid, controlled, 
international vocabulary: later use of IC 
classifications in research databases
or other projects

Example:
Iconclass:  
”25I5 landscape with tower or castle” 
Town and again display name:
”landscape with tower”

In Finland we have only a few castles. In 
art towers are almost exclusively church
towers. To avoid incorrect search results
with word ”castle” it was better to revise
translation.
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