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Trends

Saving national heritage - creating the knowledge 
infrastructure

resource crisis

new funding needed to reach real results

cooperation would save money

 Awareness of the value chain  
integrated technology

basic need for digitised large scale repositories

national value chain



Three stages 
of knowledge societies

On the first stage there are plans for 
general digitising,building databases and 
digitising small projects.



Second stage

A bigger national collection or digital 
resource is established. 
Joint programs with other memory 
institutions. 
National plans for digitising. 
No steady funding.



Third stage

Permanent cooperation, permanent funding for 
digitisation.

 Whole value chain including long term 
preservation is secured.

It produces opportunities for small business and 
gives invaluable resources for science, education 
and leisure. 



Obstacles of coordination

Haag NRG meeting “Acceleration 
room”

Area Obstacles

Missing policy or strategy
Lack of national strategy and funding

Missing a national policy
Not following a common European policy

Cooperation and 
coordination

Lack of national cooperation
Lack of cooperation of national institutions

Gap between EU strategies and national goals
Missing synergy between IT and cultural programs

Funding and resources
Fragmented funding mechanisms

Unsufficient funding from EU
Unsufficient funding for digitisation and long term 

preservation



What is still missing?

Missing European aspect
Unwillingness to follow European guidelines and 
cooperation
The benefit of institutional investment is unclear.  
Missing specialist and skills? - not the case in 
Finland and France
Dissociation of digitisation and long term 
preservation.  



Obstacles

Big gap between cultural and IT programs.  

The weak compatibility of IPR for the demands of digital 
business.  

No clear sharing of tasks of the European institution, 
projects and networks - we all do the same!

No certainty of the ownership of future digital contents of 
infrastructure.    

Fragmented funding mechanisms and goals.  

Unflexible national technical facilities and specialist 
roles.    



Channels for funding

Cultural ministeries
US funding (East European and British projects)
Heritage Lottery Fund (UK, Finland. ao.)
EU-funding (Sweden: data handling for 
repositories in remote areas of the country)
Royal Science Academy (Sweden)
Local authorities - local administration (French 
model 50 - 50%)



THE NETHERLANDS

Recent decisions for additional funding for the 
national library. 

2005 – 2007 national digitisation program gets 
13 mill. euros. 

Yearly national budget for the development of 
”information economy” 800 mill. €



DENMARK

More ear marked money for digitisation outside 
the budget of memory organisations : 87 mill. 
DKK in  2002-2005  
Political decision of the parlament: 2004-2007 
special interest in cultural digitisation and 
preserving  
Board for the library-museum-archive 
development by by cultural ministey: commong 
goals for the digital content, format, usability 
(first recommendations 2003).



i2010 European Union Initiative for 
Digital Libraries 

Viviane Reding
36 mill. € to refresh tthe area

Support EU libraries to deliver the 
national heritage
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/
commission_barroso/reding/index_en.htm





The European Library (TEL)

Portal for 43 European national libraries 
and their digital collections
http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/
LIBRARIES WILL BE DOMINANT 
PLAYERS IN DIGITAL CONTENT



FINLAND: National collection
110 000 shelf meters
5 million documents
500 000 microfilms

Hundreds of special collections
500 000 digitised newspaper pages - 1.5 m. users

Fennica: 790 000 files



COORDINATING LIBRARIES - 
MUSEUMS -ARCHIVES 

eKAM activities

Some eKAM activities have received government funding: 
the pre-study into a common interface for museum, 
archive and library material in 2003 and the 
benchmarking tool, which will have an important mission 
in gathering all digitisation projects in Finland into one 
database. 

It will also give the participants a possibility to evaluate 
and enhance the quality of digitisation. 



The digital value chain of the HUL

Customer services

Copyrighted materials

DRM, ‘ digital rights management’

Content production Acquisition Delivery Archiving 

Portal
DOMS

Digital 
deposit

DigitisingFinELib

DOD



Finnish resources

Milestones like newspaper archive (900 000 pages), 
small prints of historical companies (115 000 pages)
2.6 mill. downloads / year
Funding from Ministry of Education: Information 
Society Programme, National Digitisation Programme: 
Historical Newspaper Library, Scientific Journals, 
infrastructure, digitisation based on the condition 
survey of the National Library Collection. 
100 00 books suffering for acification.



Examples of condition survey: 
books and journals 1810-1944



Save a book project



Save a book project



Plans in Finland 

Funding needed: 5 million €, 5 years

DIGITALIA - a service unit for museums, 
archives and libraries



Challenges
 on the EU level

Automation:
Cooperative programs/projects for different kinds of materials

Of digitisation

Metadata / coordinates for words

Import in databases

In conjunction with this: large volumes of test material  
Multilinguality and automation of text converting 
software for older text (e.g. 19th cent.) 
Importance of language technologies (thesaurus, indexes) 
will be tremendous



Digitisation program in the 
library sector
"Digitisation of medieval manuscript fragments
"16th to 19th century: books, arch ballads and 

manuscripts
"19th century:

"digital newspaper library, journals, books, 
ephemera, images, posters, photos, maps, 
manuscripts

"Special collections: 
"Nordenskiöld coll.


